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1. ABOUT BAT RESCUE INC. 
 

Formed in June 2002, Bat Rescue Inc. is an incorporated, non -profit volunteer 

organisation based on the Sunshine Coast.  The membership also includes supporters 

and active carers based in Ipswich, Brisbane, Bribie Island, Gympie, Gold Coast and 

Fraser Coast.  

 

Active (carer) members are permitted under DES (Department of Environment & 

Science) to care for sick, injured and orphaned wildlife.  Bat rehabilitation is a unique 

branch of wildlife caring, as vaccination against Australian Bat Lyssavirus (ABL) is 

required.  Volunteers respond to large numbers of rescue emergencies involving bats, 

which minimizes the risk of exposure to ABL within the community.  

 

Members of Bat Rescue Inc. work closely with vaccinated veterinarians who have an 

interest in bats and provide invaluable support for our work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

½ Management Committee 2020/2021  

 

ELECTED OFFICE BEARERS   

President  Sylvia Hood  

Treasurer Carmel Givens  

Secretary  Vicki Bressan 

  

CO-ORDINATORS & OFFICERS  

Brisbane Co -Ordinator  Sue Morris 

Care Co -Ordinator  Carmel Givens  

Membership Secretary  Carmel Givens  

Education Officers  Sue Morris, Jeannie Campbell, Terrie Ridgway  

Display Co -Ordinator s Terrie Ridgway, Lyn Boston  

Catering (ôFauna Catererõ) Lyn Boston 

Adoption Co -Ordinator  Vicki Bressan 

Publicity & Media Co -ordinator  Jeannie Campbell and Team  

Photographer s/Videographers  Irene and Tony Isaacson  

 

ORGANISATION AIMS 
 

¶ Prompt rescue of sick, injured and orphaned flying -foxes and 

microbats  

¶ Rehabilitation and release of bats back to the wild  

¶ To provide education and information to the general public  

¶ Active conservation of bats and their habitat  

¶ The promotion of bats as an importa nt part of our ecology  
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 1.1 PRESIDENTõS REPORT 
 

The year in review was the wettest summer in five years, 

thanks to a moderately strong La Niña  weather event which  

occurred from August 2020 to May 2021. Consequently, it 

was a fairly ôquietõ bat season for us without major 

starvation or heat events to contend with. I rememb er 

wondering if this is what ôsub-tropicalõ means as it had been 

a while since we had those spring/summer rains !  

 

Despite this,  the year was still very busy with the usual entanglements, roost 

disturbances and road accidents/collisions, orphan season, reh abs, creche and 

release, carer training, school talks, display events, projects and other things that  you 

will read abou t in this Report.  

   

The Management Committee have been very busy behind the scenes acquitting 

$48,000 worth of grant money received in the previous fiscal year. Weekly  Zoom  

meetings have been conducted  by the Committee  resulting i n improvements to 

various processes and  a major  revamp of the  Bat Rescue website, which is now fully 

operationa l. Many of the printed materials have also been updated or re -written with 

a fresh new look and consistent design .  

 

Our Secretary, Vicki, has been a driving force behind all this change and we would 

not have managed to achieve what we have without her incr edible skills, work ethic 

and good humour which makes it a pleasure to be organised by an administrator 

extraordinaire.  

 

Our Treasurer, Carmel, never stops throughout the year with managing the finances, 

reimbursing members, sourcing and buying equipment a s well as providing the 

overarching advice to members as Care Coordinator. Carmel multi -tasks all day 

every day, and her knowledge, networking and harmonious approach to everything 

is truly inspirational.  

 

Our members continue to impress and amaze us with  their ingenuity and dedication 

to the organisation .   

 

We very much appreciate the  support shown at the Batavia creche and release last 

season with volunteering on  the roster, crafting new equipment for the volunteers 

(such as the new food tray lifters ma de by Keith, pool noodle covers by Rita  and  

running repairs by Tony and Irene) and so many other contributions over and above 

just the hands -on rescuing and caring  activities .  

 

The displays we have conducted this year have had a fresh new look thanks to o ur 

display team, Terrie and Irene, who have created an excellent education hub for 

visitors to our displays at events. The new merchandise, eftpos capability, digital 

display and specially designed batty table runners make it a very user -friendly and 

inter esting display for the public to interact with.  
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I am extremely proud of this organisation and all that we manage to do throughout 

the year.  

 

For this next season coming, there is a 66% chance of another La Niña  event which 

will be the first back -to -back La Niña  in over a decade.  As climate change continues 

to affect our seasons, and hence our workload, I am becoming more aware that 

monitoring our weather conditions leading up to bat season is critical in planning 

what to expect.  Not that I want to add ôamateur meteorologistõ to the many roles 

we fulfill, Iõm just saying itõs a huge consideration for the short-term bat  season and 

the future sur vival of the species we are striving to save.   

 

Thank you everyone for all the hard work over the year, we appreciate everything 

that you do.  

 

 

 
 

Sylvia Hood  

PRESIDENT 

(& weather girl)  

 

 

References  

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/  

https://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/science -tech/wettest -summer -five -years-la-

nina -coming -end  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021 -03-30/la -nina -is-over -but -that -does -not -mean -an -

end -to -the -rain/13282010  
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1.2 TREASURERõS REPORT 
 

At the start of the year we had over $52,839 in general and 

public fund bank accounts and we have finished the fiscal 

year with $12,100 in our account.   

 

Around half of these funds were made up of the grants we 

received in the previous  year.  We have since acquitted all 

of these grants and as a result, we have an additional flight 

aviary in operation at Twin Waters, six ôbatnetsõ (the small 

indoor aviaries for carers to have on loan during orphan season), and five ôbatcubesõ 

(the small outdoor aviaries that carers can also have on loan this season).  We have  

also increased our capacity for ICU units (humidicribs) as we find we are raising highly 

compromised babies more often each season and , for the experienced carers , these  

units are essential equipment to have on hand.   

 

Other  investments have been in providing heat stress equipment to our Ipswich carers 

who  experience the most heat events during  the season and monitor several camps 

throughout prolonged high temperature days. We  are  in the process of  building 

mobile sprinkler systems to combat any mass casualties on those extremely hot days 

where experience has shown it can really make a difference. In addition, we  have 

started to build equipment stores for Sunshine Coast heat ev ents including  the 

purchase of soft animal carrier s and more PPE.   

 

The major expenditure each year of course is bat food and other operational 

expenses .  We are most fortunate to have the Sunshine Coast Council õs assistance 

with these costs .   Our Environment Levy Partnership Grant has been vital in keeping 

our organisation running and we are very fortunate to have secured another round of 

funding for three years.  

 

We have invested in a new website this year that I hope the membership finds user -

friendly and proud to call their own.  It took months of hard work, but we got there in 

the end.   

 

Our training and printing expenses were quite high last year due to print runs of new 

brochures, manuals and bringing Connie Kerr down from FNQ to deliver R&R traini ng, 

which I think was well received by all.  

 

Our members are always on the look -out for grant opportunities and we appreciate 

input and suggestions identifying areas of need.  Itõs very much a team effort and this 

last season was the first where orphan re leases from Batavia were jointly coordinated 

between BCRQ and Bat Rescue.  The volunteer rosters worked extremely well and 

everyone who was involved had the opportunity to watch a ôfly-inõ after the last of 

the orphans had left.  This was a wonderful colla boration of two organisations working 

closely together to achieve amazing results. We are very grateful for the opportunity 

to continue releasing our orphans on the Sunshine Coast at a facility that is gold 

standard.  
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Lastly, I would like to say that our members all do an amazing job and it is a pleasure 

to work with you.  With my dedicated fellow committee members Sylvia and Vicki, I 

hope that we provide the s upport you need to continue to do what you do.       

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carmel Givens  

TREASURER 

 

  

Shift workers at Batavia: Sylvia, Carmel, Mel, Alicia, Nikki  
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1.3 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations
22%

S/Coast Council Grant
21%

Grant funding (unspent)
50%

memberships
2%

sales
5%

Starter Kit deposit
0%

Workshop/Training  
0%

interest paid
0%

Income 2020/ 21

 

Audit
1% Bat Food

13%

Bat teats
1%

Biolac
1%

Equipment
9%

Depreciation
12%

Fees
2%

Fuel
3%Gift

0%High Protein Supplement
2%Merchandise

2%
Postage

0%
Printing/Stationary

5%
Veterinary Supplies

0%

Website
3%

Workshop/Training
3%

Heat Stress_State Gov Grant
7%

Flight Aviary-Twin 
Waters_Fed Gov Grant

7%

Bat Cubes(5)-Outdoor_Fed 
Gov Grant

11%

ICU_WIRES Grant
4%

Soft Pet Carriers(10)_WIRES 
Grant
1%

Bat Cubes-Indoor(5)_WIRES 
Grant
4%

Portable ICUs(3)-WIRES 
Grant
3%

Rescue Nets(2)-WIRES Grant
1%

Portable ICUs(3)_WIRES 
Grant
4%

Expenditure 2020/ 21
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2.1 MEMBERSHIP 
 

At the end of the reporting period, Bat Rescue had a total of 88 members comprising 

83 Active (carers) and 5 Support/Associate members.   Total membership for the 

previous financial year was 65.  

 

 

2.2 GRANTS & FUNDRAISING 
 

Communities Environment Program  

 

Grant funding enabled the c onstruction of a new 

flight aviary  at the premises of Keith and Jeannie 

Campbell.    

 

This wonderful new facility is set  up  to accom -

modate rehabilitation animals  needing  to regain 

their muscle tone prior to release.  It  also provides a 

roomy creche for active orphans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


